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Mexican territory, and he therefore induced
President Pierce to buy the territory involved
for ten million dollars. The purchase, known as
the Gadsden Purchase, was completed by a treaty
in December 1853, the last step in the exten-
sion of the boundaries of the continental
United States to what they are at this day.
With this purchase everything seemed ready
for the adoption by Congress of the southern
route.

At this stage Stephen A. Douglas, the senior
Senator for Illinois and Lincoln's old associate
and rival in the back room of Joshua Speed's
store in Springfield, brought forward a plan to
ensure the adoption of the central route, the
second of the routes outlined above. Douglas
himself had speculated in the lands through
which the central route would pass, and he stood
to gain personally through its adoption. But he
supported the proposal also as a representative
of Illinois, which the line might be expected to
benefit The difficulty which supporters of the
central route had to face was the existence of a
stretch of country through which the line must
pass which had not been organised under any
sort of government. Douglas brought forward a
bill in January 1854 to organise the great plains
of the Louisiana Purchase, lying to the west of
the states of Iowa and Missouri, as the Territory
of Nebraska, with a territorial legislature. But
this by itself would not receive the support of
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